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ABSTRACT

Palladium-catalyzed r-arylation and vinylation of dioxolane (S,S)-I, easily obtained from (S)-mandelic acid, proceeds with high yields and
excellent diastereoselectivity at room temperature employing commercially available P(t-Bu)3·HBF4 and Pd(OAc)2 as a catalytic precursor system.
This method displays general utility for a large variety of aryl, heteroaryl, and vinyl bromides.

Fully substituted carbon centers are found in a variety of
natural products and other molecules with pharmacological
and medicinal applications. Accordingly, methods able to
construct these sterically hindered positions selectively are
highly valuable.1 Among the existent protocols, metal-
catalyzed R-arylations and R-vinylations2,3 are powerful,
established methods for accessing stereogenic centers.3a,4 In
line with our desire to obtain target compounds with high
potential for pharmacological application, we decided to
develop the R-arylation of mandelic acid derivatives. Man-

delic acid is a ubiquitous biological intermediate with
antibacterial properties.5 Certain derivatives show muscarinic
antagonist properties.6 Recently, enantiomerically enriched
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mandelic acid has been obtained via R-arylation using Ley’s
auxiliary.7 The dioxolane (S,S)-I8 derivative of mandelic acid
has been used as a substrate in alkylations9 and Pd-catalyzed
allylic substitutions10 and as a chiral auxiliary for the
synthesis of R-hydroxy acids,11 diols,12 C-glycosyl norsta-
tines,13 and nitrobenzophenones.14 The principle behind the
selectivity in the majority of these processes is the self-
regeneration of the stereocenter at the R-carbon (Scheme 1).15

To the best of our knowledge, no Pd-catalyzed asymmetric
arylation or vinylation has been previously reported using
(S,S)-I.

Herein, we describe a highly efficient and general approach
for the R-arylation and -vinylation of mandelic acid derivative
using a chiral rigid five-membered ring to control the
stereochemical pathway of the process. After cleavage of
the auxiliary, the resulting compounds contain fully substi-
tuted centers and are easily converted to the corresponding
R-hydroxy acids and 1,2-diols in high optical purity.16

Several bases, solvents, and palladium sources were tested
in the arylation of dioxolane (S,S)-I17 with 4-tert-butylbro-
mobenzene (Figure 1). The most favorable conditions were

found using Pd(OAc)2 as the metal source and LHMDS as
the base at 50 °C in toluene for 12 h. An excess of dioxolane
(2.3 equiv) was necessary to achieve full conversion of the
aryl halide due to the formation of Claisen byproducts from
I and its enolate.

Among the ligands examined, air-stable P(t-Bu)3·HBF4

(a ligand that has been used in the R-arylation of esters3g,h )
gave the best results, yielding the desired product in 93%
yield and 96:4 diastereomeric ratio (dr).

Remarkably, this catalytic system was also effective at
room temperature, maintaining the activity and increasing
the diastereomeric excess (de) from 92% to 99%.3f

Encouraged by these preliminary results, we decided to
explore the generality of this transformation. As shown in
Table 1, we were pleased to find that both electron-donating
and electron-withdrawing substituents are well accom-
modated independently of their position (para or meta) in
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Scheme 1. Synthesis of Dioxolane Derivatives

Figure 1. Pd-catalyzed R-arylation of (S,S)-I using L1-L6. (a)
Reaction conditions: 2.3 mmol of dioxolane I, 1 mmol of ArBr, 2
mol % of Pd(OAc)2, 8 mol % of L1-L6, 2.5 mmol of LHMDS in
toluene (1 mL/0.25 mmol of ArBr). Diastereomeric ratio determined
by HPLC. No coupling products were formed in the absence of
catalyst. (b) Determined by GC. (c) Percent isolated yield.
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the aromatic ring. It is noteworthy that ester, nitrile, ketal,
thioether, ether, trifluoromethyl, halide, silyl, and heterocyclic
moieties remain intact as evidenced by the high yields
obtained.

Hydrolysis of base-sensitive groups on the aryl bromide
was not observed (Table 1, entries 4 and 9, 96% and 93%
yield, respectively).

Coupling with bifunctional bromides such as 1-bromo-3-
chlorobenzene and 2-bromo-5-chlorothiophene (Table 1,
entries 8 and 13) occurred exclusively at the bromine. The
conservation of the chloride group allows subsequent modi-

fication and is confirmed by the characteristic chlorine
isotopic pattern in the mass spectra of these arylation
products.

As shown in Table 1, the arylation shows high diastereo-
selectivity (93-99% de) using substituted halobenzenes
(Table 1, entries 1-11). Yields remain high, but diastereo-
selectivities decrease for the heteroaryl bromides tested
(entries 12 and 13). This fact could be explained by the role
of secondary donor interactions in the Pd(II) intermediate
due to the complexation ability of N and S atoms. Although
these small interactions on the Pd catalytic species are
deleterious in the sense of asymmetric induction, they are
not strong enough to inactivate the catalyst. Despite the fact
that metal-catalyzed asymmetric R-arylations are established
and useful synthetic methods, the use of heteroaryl groups
as coupling partners remains to date challenging.18

Diastereomeric excesses were determined by HPLC analy-
sis. In all cases, only one isomer was observed by NMR
spectroscopy (Table 1). Conversion of the trimethylsilyl
moiety of (2S,5R)-7 (Table 1, entry 7) to an iodine (2S,5R)-
14 provides a derivative whose configuration was crystal-
lographically determined (Scheme 2). X-ray analysis found

the relative and absolute configuration of compound 14 to
be (2S,5R). This result is consistent with the approach of
the aryl group moving toward the less hindered face of the
chiral enolate and is in accordance with previously reported
alkylations and allylations of dioxolane (S,S)-I.9

It is important to note that the conditions originally
developed for arylation are also applicable to vinyl bromides
of varying substitution pattern and geometry. In all cases,
good yields and diastereoselectivities were achieved for the
Pd-catalyzed vinylation of mandelic acid derivative I. The
range of vinyl substrates includes R-branched, trisubstituted
vinyl bromides and proceeds with retention of the double-
bond configuration (as determined by coupling constants of
the vinyl moiety by 1H and 13C NMR spectroscopy). In some
cases, diastereomeric excesses were determined from the
enantiomeric excesses of the corresponding diols (entries
4-6, Table 2).

The synthetic utility of these fully substituted mandelic
acid derivatives is illustrated in Scheme 3. Reduction using
LiAlH4 proceeds in excellent yield at room temperature and
leads to the synthesis of 1,2-diols with complete retention
of configuration. Furthermore, the corresponding R-hydroxy
acids could be obtained quantitatively via basic hydrolysis
under mild conditions.

Table 1. Pd-Catalyzed R-Arylation of (S,S)-I Using Ligand L6a

a Reaction conditions: 2.3 mmol of dioxolane I, 1 mmol of ArX, 2 mol
% of Pd(OAc)2, 8 mol % of P(t-Bu)3·HBF4, 2.5 mmol of LHMDS in toluene
(1 mL/0.25 mmol ArX), rt. Isolated yield are averages of two runs.
b Diastereomeric ratio determined by HPLC. (R,R)-I and (S,S)-I gave similar
results. c Reaction carried at 50 °C for 12 h.

Scheme 2. Synthesis of (2S,5R)-14 and Its ORTEP Diagram

Org. Lett., Vol. 11, No. 7, 2009 1545



Diol 21 and hydroxy acid 22 coming from 12 and 13,
respectively, showed an ee in agreement with the de of the
coupling products (see entries 12 and 13 in Table 1).

In summary, we have developed a new method for Pd-
catalyzed R-arylation and -vinylation of a mandelic acid
derivative under mild conditions. The high diastereoselec-
tivities of these fully substituted, protected R-hydroxy acids

result in high enantioselectivities when deprotected by
hydrolysis or reduced to the corresponding acid or 1,2-diol.
To conclude, we showed two examples of coupling using
heteroaryl bromides in high yields and selectivities demon-
strating that this new method could be extended to the
coupling of these challenging moieties. Experiments for
application in the synthesis of biologically active compounds
are currently underway.
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Table 2. Pd-Catalyzed R-Vinylation of (S,S)-I Using Ligand
L6a

a Reaction conditions: 2.3 mmol of dioxolane I, 1 mmol of vinyl halide,
2 mol % of Pd(OAc)2, 8 mol % of P(t-Bu)3·HBF4, 2.5 mmol of LHMDS in
toluene (1 mL/0.25 mmol ArX), rt. Isolated yield in % and diastereomeric
excess determined by HPLC are averages of two runs. b Cis/trans (90:10)
mixture was used as starting material; product was also obtained as cis/
trans (90:10) mixture. c I/vinyl bromide ) 2:1. d ee determined by HPLC
of the corresponding diol. e Reaction at 50 °C for 12 h. de determined by
GC.

Scheme 3. Synthesis of Derivatives Starting from Coupling
Products
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